THE COCCIA FOUNDATION
“PASSING THE TORCH”
Founded in 1994 by Elda and Cavaliere Joseph Coccia Jr., the mission of the Coccia Foundation is to preserve Italian culture and heritage in the United States and promote an appreciation for Italy’s history and people among young people of all ethnicities. The Coccia Foundation’s goal is “PASSING THE TORCH” to emerging adults enrolled in institutions of higher education, with the hope that they will continue to maintain the Italian legacy into perpetuity in both their professional and personal lives.
MAJOR INITIATIVES & PROGRAMS

AMICI DELLA CULTURA ITALIANA – A network of 20+ student-run Italian clubs share progress, ideas, and the love of all things Italian.
SPONSORED SCHOLARSHIPS – In addition to individual scholarships offered through the Coccia Foundation in various capacities, our new Sponsored Scholarship program directs annual gifts in the minimum of $2,000 to a deserving Italian Studies scholar through the sponsorship of a specific donor. The scholarships bear the names of our sponsors, who may be individuals, families, or businesses, and are presented to a student in a university of the donor’s choice. These students will move on to become distinguished members of the Italian academic arena. Our sponsors also become members of the exclusive benefactor group “Circolo degli Amici.”
THE JOSEPH & ELDA COCCIA INSTITUTE FOR THE ITALIAN EXPERIENCE IN AMERICA – Headquartered at Montclair State University under the guidance of Director Dr. Mary Ann Re,  a celebrated scholar and advocate for Italian Studies, the Institute serves as the academic arm of the Coccia Foundation. Among its many functions, the Institute hosts lectures, conferences, seminars and symposia for groups ranging from school age children to teachers of Italian Studies, the general public, researchers, and other scholarly audiences.
ANNUAL ITALIAN STUDIES GOLF CLASSIC – As the Coccia Foundation’s primary fundraising event, this special event helps our organization to garner funds that will be used to support our mission and our work throughout the year. The afternoon of golf is paired with an evening reception that includes dinner, cocktails, and entertainment, and always proves to be a great time for a great cause – as well as a celebration of the Coccia Foundation’s dedicated supporters.
STUDY ABROAD – What better way to discover the heritage and history of Italy than by exploring the nation’s cities, villages, mountains, and beaches? The Coccia Foundation offers university students the opportunity to visit Italia, where they will study, network with Italian students and families, and become fully immersed in the nation’s culture.
ENRICHMENT EVENTS – The Coccia Foundation offers support to various cultural programs designed to enrich the community’s knowledge and appreciation of Italy and its legacy. We sponsor Italian arts presentations, cultural demonstrations, and academic programs through our participating universities. The Coccia Foundation also supports  an annual  student trip to the National Italian American Foundation’s Convention & Gala in Washington, D.C. – over the past three years, we have sponsored over 250 students to attend this prestigious event!
FOR ADDITIONAL INFORMATION OR PARTICIPATION,

KINDLY CONTACT US
Cav. Joseph Coccia Jr.

 Coccia Foundation

23 Leswing Avenue, Saddle Brook, NJ 07663
Phone 201-712-1010, Fax 201-712-1515

joseph@cocciafoundation.org
visit our web site www.cocciafoundation.org

The Joseph & Elda Coccia Institute for the Italian Experience in America

Montclair State University
Dickson Hall – Suite 171

 Montclair, NJ  07043 
Director- Dr. Mary Ann Re

973-655-4050

cocciainstit@mail.montclair.edu
visit our web site www.montclair.edu.coccia

