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      Membership Success 

 

COCCIA  FOUNDATION  

 Elda and Cav. Joseph Coccia, Jr. , founders of the Coccia Foundation, 
ƘŀǾŜ ŀƴƴƻǳƴŎŜŘ ǎǳŎŎŜǎǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ CƻǳƴŘŀǘƛƻƴΩǎ ƴŜǿƭȅ ƭŀǳƴŎƘŜŘ ƳŜƳōŜǊǎƘƛǇ 
ŘǊƛǾŜΦ  LǘΩǎ ŦƛǊǎǘ Ǝƻŀƭ ǿŀǎ ǊŜŀŎƘŜŘ ǊŜŎŜƴǘƭȅ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ  ǊŜŎŜƛǇǘ ƻŦ ŀǇǇƭƛŎŀǘƛƻƴ ƴǳƳπ
ber 125 from Celeste and Louis Pandolfi, Maywood, New Jersey.   
 

 As promised, a raffle was conducted by Elisa Coccia, Vice President of 
ǘƘŜ /ƻŎŎƛŀ CƻǳƴŘŀǘƛƻƴΣ ǿƛǘƘ CŀǘƘŜǊ aŀǘǘƘŜǿ CƻƴǎŜƪŀ ƻŦ {ǘΦ tƘƛƭƛǇΩǎ tŀǊƛǎƘ Ǉǳƭƭπ
ing the winning ticket.  The winners of two tickets to a broadway show are   
Mr. & Mrs. Richard Dezao of Whippany, New Jersey.  
  

 Membership, in addition to supporting the preservation of  Italian  
Culture, comes complete with a ά5ƛǎŎƻǳƴǘ bŜǘǿƻǊƪέ for members at  
various restaurants and other participating businesses.  If you have a service 
that you would like to extend to members of the Coccia Foundation at a dis-
count, please contact Cav. Joseph Coccia, Jr. at 201-712-1010.  
 

 Membership is open to anyone who shares an interest in keeping our 
Italian traditions alive.  In addition, you will also receive up-to-date E-Letters 
encouraging participation in cultural events as well as lectures.  You do not 
need to be of Italian heritage to participate.  Becoming a member of the  
Coccia Foundation, is also an opportunity for social and professional network-
ing.   
 

 Expanded growth has resulted in a need to expand our list of already 
exceptional volunteer opportunities in fundraising and various committees.   If 
you enjoy community involvement  and would like to be a part of a fast grow-
ing, highly respected organization, let us hear from you.  Go to our website, 
and contact us via email today!!!    Volunteers are always welcomed. 
 

 We thank all of our members for their support and look forward to 
their  assistance in reaching our next goal of 200 members by June 30th, 2010! 

Garibaldi-Meucci Museum Trip 
AMICI della Cultura Italiana 

Second Annual Student Carnevale 
Queen Mary Ann Re  and  
YƛƴƎ !ƴŘǊŜΩ 5ƛ aƛƴƻ 

Garibaldi-Meucci Museum Trip 
AMICI della Cultura Italiana 
Victoria Buchner, Amici Pres. 
Carol Ann Trotta,  MSU AMICI 

 

Saturday, May 1st through Tuesday, May 4th 
 

La Scala di Seta ό¢ƘŜ {ƛƭƪŜƴ [ŀŘŘŜǊύ    DƛƻŀŎŎƘƛƴƻ wƻǎǎƛƴƛΩǎ ŎƻƳƛŎ hǇŜǊŀ 
In collaboration with the John J. Cali School of Music 

MSU Opera Workshop:  Director, Jeffrey Gall    
MSU Symphony Orchestra:  Director, Paul Hostetter 

(In Italian with English supertitles) 
 

  Kasser TheaterτMontclair State University 
  Saturday, May 1stτ8pm, Sunday, May 2ndτ3pm (special 2pm presentation by Jeffrey Gall) 
  Monday, May 3rdτ7:30pm, Tuesday, May 4thτ7:30pm 



Looking Ahead  
 

By Ralph A. Contini, Trustee  

Elda & Cav. Joseph Coccia, Jr. τ Founders 
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  Ninth Annual Italian Studies  
  Golf Classic Announced 

 

We are pleased to announce the Ninth Annual 
/ƻŎŎƛŀ CƻǳƴŘŀǘƛƻƴΩǎ Lǘŀƭƛŀƴ {ǘǳŘƛŜǎ DƻƭŦ /ƭŀǎǎƛŎ ǎǇƻƴǎƻǊŜŘ ōȅ      
Inserra Supermarkets on June 28, 2010 at White Beeches Golf 
& Country Club in Haworth, NJ.  

The tournament will be followed by a Gala Cocktail Re-
ception and Entertainment at the Estate at Florentine Gardens in 
River Vale, NJ, announced co-chairs Ralph A. Contini, CPA and 
Thomas Daidone . 

This day of golf includes breakfast, contests, and prizes. 
All skill levels are welcomed to enjoy the beauty of one of New 
WŜǊǎŜȅΩǎ ŦƛƴŜǎǘ ƎƻƭŦ ŎƻǳǊǎŜǎΦ ¢ƘŜ ŜǾŜƴƛƴƎ ǊŜŎŜǇǘƛƻƴ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ƘƻǎǘŜŘ 
by the Estate at Florentine Gardens owner and Coccia Founda-
tion Trustee Thomas Daidone. The entertainment will feature 
ǘŜƴƻǊ [ǳƛƎƛ .ƻŎŎƛŀΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ ȅŜŀǊΩǎ ƘƻƴƻǊŜŜ ƛǎ /ŀǾΦ Dƛǳƭƛƻ tƛŎƻƭƭƛΣ ŀ 
well-known figure in the Italian American community. 

We wish to thank our title sponsor Inserra Supermar-
kets for its generosity and support of the golf tournament from 
its inception nine years ago.  We thank our continuing sponsors 
PSE&G and the Financial Network Corporation, and we welcome 
the opportunity to work with new sponsors in the future. 

aȅ Ǿƛǎƛƻƴ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ CƻǳƴŘŀǘƛƻƴΩǎ ŦǳǘǳǊŜ ƛǎ ǘƻ ŜƴǎǳǊŜ ǘƘŀǘ 
our rich Italian heritage, culture, art, and language are not for-
gotten as we become more and more homogenized in the 
American melting pot. 

L ǿŀƴǘ ǘƻ ǎŜŜ Ƴȅ ŘŀǳƎƘǘŜǊ [ŀǳǊŀΩǎ ƎŜƴŜǊŀǘƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ ǘƘƻǎŜ 
yet to come continue to have their lives enriched, as ours have 
been, with the ability to study and immerse themselves in all 
things Italian. Proceeds from this premier fund-raiser will sup-
port just these types of activities. 
 Sponsorship opportunities are available. For informa-
tion on sponsorship, participating in the Golf Classic, Hole Spon-
sorship, Gala Reception, Souvenir Journal, or the Coccia Founda-
tion, please visit our website at www.cocciafoundation.org, or 
contact Trustee Ralph A. Contini at 201-909-8975 or email at 
ralphcontini@cocciafoundation.org, or call Coccia Foundation 
office at 201-712-1010. 

  

 

Special Sunday, May 2nd Performance 
for Coccia Foundation  
Members and Guests. 

  
 

Italian Opera at MSU:    a{¦Ωǎ /ƻŎŎƛŀ LƴǎǘƛǘǳǘŜ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ Lǘŀƭƛŀƴ 
Experience in America is teaming up with the MSU Opera 
Workshop of the John J. Cali School of Music to co-sponsor 
ŦƻǳǊ aŀȅ нлмл ǇŜǊŦƻǊƳŀƴŎŜǎ ƻŦ DƛƻŀŎŎƘƛƴƻ wƻǎǎƛƴƛΩǎ ƻǇŜǊŀǘƛŎ 
romp La Scala di Seta (The Silken Ladder).  The performances, 
staged by Opera Workshop director Jeffrey Gall, showcase two 
ǎǘŜƭƭŀǊ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘ Ŏŀǎǘǎ ŦǊƻƳ aƻƴǘŎƭŀƛǊ {ǘŀǘŜΩǎ ƻǇŜǊŀ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳ ƛƴ 
collaboration with the MSU Symphony, conducted by Paul 
Hostetter.  The gifted Argentine baritone Leandro Sosa makes 
his U.S. debut with this production in the role of the addle-
headed buffo servant Germano. 
 

 Composed by the 20-year-old Rossini in 1912,  
La Scala di Seta was an early hit.  The score sparkles with inge-
nuity from its famous overture to its breathtaking vocal fire-
works.  Add to this a screwball comic plot, and it is easy to see 
why modern audiences have taken this 90 minute musical 
farce to their hearts. 
 

 a{¦Ωǎ ǇǊƻŘǳŎǘƛƻƴ ƭƻŎŀǘŜǎ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƳŜŘȅ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǳǇŘŀǘŜŘ 
setting of 1920s Paris.  An Art Deco jewel box of a set and flap-
per-ŜǊŀ ŎƻǎǘǳƳŜǎ ƭŜƴŘ ƎƭŀƳƻǳǊ ǘƻ ǘƘƛǎ ǘŀƭŜ ƻŦ ŀ ȅƻǳƴƎ ƭŀŘȅΩǎ 
secret marriage and the scheme she hatches to foil her guard-
ƛŀƴΩǎ Ǉƭŀƴ ƻŦ ƳŀǊǊȅƛƴƎ ƘŜǊ ƻŦŦ ǘƻ ŀ ǊƛŎƘ ŦƛŀƴŎŜΩΦ 
 

Complimentary Tickets -  Call Christine at 201-712-1010. 

                                              Future  
COCCIA INSTITUTE 

April 15, 2010τ Italian Arias, Spanish Songs:  An Evening of Vocal 
Music  featuring Students and Faculty from the John J. Cali School 
of Music. 
Co-sponsors:  Department of Spanish & Italian, John J. Cali School 
of Music, Global Education Center, Coccia Institute for the Italian 
Experience in America, Sigma Delta Pi, the Spanish Honor Society. 
Montclair State Universityτ5ƛŎƪǎƻƴ IŀƭƭΩǎ /ƻƘŜƴ [ƻǳƴƎŜτ8pm. 
Refreshments will be served (8:45pm). 
Note: The recital will follow the initiation ceremonies for  

 
 
 
 

Events 

 
Sigma Delta Pi, the Spanish Honor Society. 
 
April 26, 2010τ Italian Students Scholarship/Award Ceremony & 
Reception.  Montclair State University Cohen Lounge.  1-2:30pm.      
Donors and family invited.   Refreshments will be served. 

AMICI della CULTURA ITALIANA 
 

April 16, 2010 τ ¦ƴŀ {ŜǊŀǘŀ 9ƭŜƎŀƴǘŜΦ  {ǘǳŘŜƴǘǎΩ Dŀƭŀ .ŀƭƭ ¸ŜŀǊ-
End Celebration.  7-мнǇƳΦ     wŀǾŜƭƭƻΩǎΣ 9ŀǎǘ IŀƴƻǾŜǊ 
Tickets -$45/ea.   Sit-down Dinner.       Parents/Adults invited.   

http://www.cocciafoundation.org/
mailto:ralphcontini@cocciafoundation.org
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Sponsored Events  
as of 4/8/10 

  
 Mario Lanza Institute     Opera Contest    $ 2,500 
 Hofstra University     4-day International Conf.      2,000 
 John J. Cali School of Music   Opera Support          2,000 
 Saint Peterõs College    Carnevale Celebration         2,000 
 Genzano Archaeological Dig @ MSU  Study Abroad           500 
 Apenine Mtns. Environmental Science & Field  Study Abroad           500 
 Louisiana State University    Conference       1,000 
 Christine Productions     Cultural Event           500 
 St. Raymond School for Girls   Cultural Event           500 
 Saint Joseph University    2 - Cultural Events                        500 
 Historical Museum at Fort Missoula, MO  Cultural Event           400 
 NJ. Heritage Commission (NJIIAHC)   Cultural Event           400 
 Drexel University     Trip to Metropolitan Opera         250 
 Univ. of North Carolina     Cultural Event           200 

 

 

 
   2009-2010 Awards 

as of 4/8/10 
 

 
Joanna De Los Santos  Montclair    StudentñMerit     $2,000 
Deanna Gencarelli  Drew     Study Abroad       2,000 
Danielle McCartan  Ramapo   SponsoredñInserra     2,000  
Valerie Tarsia   St. Thomas     SponsoredñOrtani         1,200 
Amy Amoroso    Montclair    Inserra/Coccia Intõl        1,000 
Jason J. Burgos   Ramapo   Study Abroad        1,000 
Robert Campana  Montclair    SponsoredñManzetti          1,000 
Carmen Catania  Montclair    SponsoredñManzetti            1,000   
Toni Anne Corsi   Drew Univ.     SponsoredñBimonte            1,000 
Marta DeCandia  Montclair    Coccia/Inserra IT Studies       1,000 
Patricia Gencarelli  Montclair    Inserra/Coccia Intõl        1,000 
Michael Grillo    Rutgers      Special             1,000 
Carolyn Hunt    Westchester Comm. College Study Abroad       1,000 
Stephanie Ozuna  Montclair    Study Abroad            1,000 
Stephanie Ozuna  Montclair    StudentñMerit           1,000 
Daniela Peluso   Montclair    Coccia/Inserra IT Studies       1,000 
Briana Sarapochillo  Ramapo   Study Abroad            1,000  
Annalisa Sciullo   Westchester Comm. College Study Abroad         1,000 
Frank Sedita   Drew Univ.      SponsoredñBimonte          1,000 
Sergio Serratto   NYU       StudentñMerit            1,000 
Stephanie Steup   Montclair    Study Abroad                                  1,000  
Gianna Succi   Temple     SpecialñMerit              1,000  
Francesca A. Pisano  St. Mary H.S.     StudentñMerit                           775  
Nicholas LaCorte  NYU       Special                     500 
Nicoletta LaMarca Sacco Montclair      SpecialñMerit                     500 
Victoria Buchner  Montclair    Coccia/SB UNICO               500 
Robert Campana  Montclair    Coccia/SB UNICO                          250 
Karen Cardinal    Ramapo   SponsoredñAucello                    250 
Angelo Palma   Montclair    Coccia/SB UNICO               250 
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On Sunday, November 1, 2009, The Mario Lanza Institute, a 501 C 3 non profit corporation, held it 48th annual Mario Lanza Ball at 
the DoubleTree Hotel in Philadelphia.  The event had a dual purpose of commemorating the 50th anniversary of the legendary 
tenorõs passing and also the continuation of its program of awarding scholarships in his name.   
 
During the third week of October, over eighty applicants from around the United States were heard in preliminary auditions 
over a two day period by judges Elaine Malbin, Lisa Thomas and Todd Thomas.  Five finalists and five encouragement award 
recipients were selected.  The finalists were sent to the Ball to compete for the five available prizes. 
 
The Ball opened with a slide show on Lanzaõs life and career followed by his recording of �,�·�O�O���:�D�O�N���:�L�W�K���*�R�G.   Tony Dee and his 
band then led the assembled group in the National Anthem.  MLI  Vice President Bill Ronayne introduced the dais consisting of 
the judges, Peter Nero, Madame Justice Sandra Schultz Newman, Fernando Raucci, Elisa Coccia and Cavaliere and Mrs. 
Giuseppe Taormina.  Mistress of Ceremonies Elaine Malbin then introduced each finalist and their selections as well as accompa-
nist Luke Housner.  Soprano Maria Aleida was heard in arias from �/�H�V�� �&�R�Q�W�H�V�� �G�·�+�R�I�I�P�D�Q�Q and Il Barbiere di Siviglia, tenor Zach 
Borichevsky sang arias from La Boheme and Tosca, baritone Christopher Magiera performed selections from Il Barbiere di Siviglia 
and Faust. Baritone Michael Anthony McGee sang arias from Tannhauser and Aleko, and bass baritone Donovan Singletary sang 
arias from I Vespri Siciliani and Macbeth.  Each was very fine and received rousing ovations from the audience. 
 
Dinner and dancing followed, and there were remarks by radio personalities Ron Della Chiesa and Jim Thompson.  They also 
introduced some film clips of Lanza from The Great Caruso, and Maestro Fernando Raucci  spoke about a 50th anniversary tribute 
to Lanza in Filgnano, Italy.  Giuseppe Taormina sang an aria from La Fanciula Del West, two Italian songs and was then joined by 
Elaine Malbin for a surprise rendition of Libiamo from La Traviata which drew a standing ovation.  The Mario Lanza Award was 
then bestowed upon Messrs. Nero and Taormina and Ms. Malbin. 
 
After the video presentation, the order of finishing was announced and the scholarships were awarded.  Mr. McGee won the 
first prize sponsored by the Coccia Foundation, Mr. Singletary took second place, Mr. Magiera was third, Mr. Borichevsky was 
fourth, and Ms. Aleida was fifth.  The evening concluded with everyone singing God Bless America and Lanzaõs recording of Non 
ti scordar di me. 
 
The Coccia Foundation and Maestro Fernando Raucci will be exploring for the coming summer a bridge between Philadelphia 
and the Village of Filgnano, the hometown of Mario Lanzaõs father.  
 
Bill Ronayne was recently elected President of the Mario Lanza Institute in Philadelphia and is also the President of the Mario 
Lanza Society of New York.         
           By Bill Ronayne 
                                          

Mario Lanza 50th Anniversary Remembrance  

Finalists competing for scholarships . 
Mario Lanza Institute President Bill Ronayne, far right. 

Michael Anthony McGee receiving 1st prize of $2,500 from Elisa 
Coccia, Vice President of Coccia Foundation. 


